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ANTH 2306: Section 001 

Anthropology at the Movies 

(Semester) (Year) 

 

 

Instructor: XX 

Instructor’s Website:  

Office:  
Office Hours:   

Email:  
  
Class Meetings:  
Lecture Room:  

 
Subject Librarian:  Brian Quinn, Social Sciences Librarian  
   Reference Room Mezzanine Office 113  
   742-2236  
   brian.quinn@ttu.edu  
  
*** This course syllabus is subject to change. It should be considered flexible;  
modifications to dates and topics may be necessary as the semester progresses. ***    
 

Course Purpose Statement: 

The purpose of this course is to examine how anthropology, archaeology, and physical anthropology are 

portrayed in mainstream movies as a springboard for addressing important topics about culture and 

science. 

 

Learning Outcomes and Assessment:  
This course satisfies the Language, Philosophy, and Culture core. Courses in this category focus on how 

ideas, values, beliefs, and other aspects of culture reflect and affect human experience. Courses involve 

the exploration of ideas that foster aesthetic and intellectual creation in order to understand the human 

condition across cultures. The Core Objectives are critical thinking skills, communication skills, personal 

responsibility, and social responsibility. Learning outcomes will be assessed through question-based 

Movie Reviews, short online quizzes, a final exam, and a final essay. The specific assessment techniques 

for the expected learning outcomes are: 

 

Core Objectives Assessment Technique 

Critical Thinking Skills: Critical thinking is a 

habit of mind characterized by the 

comprehensive exploration of issues, ideas, 

artifacts, and events before accepting or 

formulating an opinion or conclusion. 

Critical thinking is a habit of mind 

characterized by the comprehensive 

exploration of issues, ideas, artifacts, and 

events before accepting or formulating an 

opinion or conclusion.  

 

Strategy to introduce the objective: The 

objective will be introduced in lectures. 

Students will also be given “things to think 

about” as they watch each film. These thought 

exercises cover deeper issues related to the 

lectures and readings.  

 

Assessment method: In the final essay for the 
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Core Objectives Assessment Technique 

course, students will be asked to explore one of 

the themes of the course, using specific 

examples from the films to formulate their own 

conclusions. 

 

The AACU VALUE rubric will be used to 

score each response on a scale of 0 to 4 for five 

criteria (up to 20 points possible).  

 

Bench marks: 80% of students scoring 15 or 

higher on rubric. Note, the assessment rubric 

will operate independently of and parallel to a 

letter grade on the essay. A student may score 

high on the rubric, but still receive a bad grade 

on the essay for other reasons (grammar, 

spelling, formatting, etc.). 

Communication Skills: Written communication 

is the development and expression of ideas in 

writing. Written communication involves 

learning to work in many genres and styles. 

Students develop their communication skills, 

which are modeled in lectures, practiced in 

discussions, and tested in essays. These include 

primarily oral and written communication 

skills, but the inherently visual nature of much 

cinema as well as readings and documentaries 

that examine how films communicate their 

messages visually will improve students’ 

ability at visual communication. Students’ 

skills in written communication will be 

stressed. Written communication is the 

development and expression of ideas in 

writing. Written communication involves 

learning to work in many genres and styles. 

 

Strategy to introduce the objective: Students 

will be assigned movie reviews about several 

of the films we watch during the semester as 

part of their readings. They will be asked to 

consider the tone and conventions of the genre 

as they read them, keeping in mind that they 

will be asked to write their final essay in that 

style.  

 

Assessment method: Students will be asked to 

write the critical thinking essay in the style of a 

popular movie review in which they review the 

way their chosen theme is expressed in at least 

three movies viewed during the semester.  

 

A modified AACU VALUE rubric will be used 

to score each response on a scale of 0 to 4 for 

four criteria (up to 16 points possible).  
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Core Objectives Assessment Technique 

Bench marks: 80% of students scoring 10 or 

higher on rubric. 

Personal Responsibility: Personal responsibility 

includes the ability to connect choices, actions, 

and consequences to ethical decision-making. 

Ethical decision-making involves reasoning 

about right and wrong human conduct. It 

requires students to be able to assess their own 

ethical values and the social context of 

problems, recognize ethical issues in a variety 

of settings, think about how different ethical 

perspectives might be applied to ethical 

dilemmas and consider the ramifications of 

alternative actions. 

Personal responsibility includes the ability to 

connect choices, actions, and consequences to 

ethical decision making. Ethical decision-

making involves reasoning about right and 

wrong human conduct. It requires students to 

be able to assess their own ethical values and 

the social context of problems, recognize 

ethical issues in a variety of settings, think 

about how different ethical perspectives might 

be applied to ethical dilemmas and consider the 

ramifications of alternative actions.  

 

Strategy to introduce the objective: For several 

movies, the “things to think about” highlight an 

ethical dilemma faced by the main character(s). 

Students will be asked to think about the 

character’s decisions related to the dilemma 

and the consequences of those actions. 

 

Assessment method: An ungraded short essay 

question on the final exam will present students 

with an ethical dilemma based on a scenario 

from one of the movies we watched. Students 

will be asked to identify the dilemma, consider 

the ramifications of the action chosen by the 

character and the alternative (not chosen in the 

movie), and identify which action they consider 

to be ethical and why. The specific question 

will reference Indiana Jones and the Raiders of 

the Lost Ark. Students will be asked to identify 

the ethical decision facing Indiana Jones when 

he has a chance to blow up the Ark of the 

Covenant near the end of the movie, but does 

not. 

 

The AACU VALUE rubric will be used to 

score each response on a scale of 0 to 4 for five 

criteria (up to 20 points possible).  

 

Bench marks: 80% of students scoring 15 or 

higher on rubric.  

Social Responsibility includes intercultural 

competence, which is “a set of cognitive, 

affective, and behavioral skills and 

characteristics that support effective and 

appropriate interaction in a variety of cultural 

contexts.” 

Social Responsibility includes intercultural 

competence, which is “a set of cognitive, 

affective, and behavioral skills and 

characteristics that support effective and 

appropriate interaction in a variety of cultural 

contexts.”  
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Core Objectives Assessment Technique 

Strategy to introduce the objective: Worldview 

is specifically addressed in one of the lectures 

in the course and then referenced in several 

different films. Additionally, the readings 

introduce different cultural viewpoints through 

mini-ethnographies and case studies. Lectures 

will also expose students to the concept of 

cultural relativism: the idea that cultures should 

be judged on their own terms, not using the 

standards of another culture. Many of the films 

covered in the course comment on civic 

responsibility, and engagement in communities 

of varying scales, so that interpretation 

involves the synthesis of information about 

effective engagement in regional, national, and 

global communities, thereby expanding the 

students’ understanding of how and why they 

should participate in such communities.  

 

Assessment method: In an ungraded essay 

question on the final exam for the course, 

students will be asked to discuss the events of 

one of the movies we watched in reference to 

multiple cultural contexts/value systems 

(worldviews) and social responsibility, which 

shape the action, plot, and characters. They will 

be asked to consider the event from different 

perspectives, including the individual 

community where the action takes place as well 

as how that action is perceived at the level of 

the global community. Specifically, they will 

be asked to evaluate the central plot element of 

The Emerald Forest, in which an American 

boy is kidnapped and raised by an Amazonian 

tribe. They will be asked to consider the action 

from the perspective of the tribe as well as the 

boy’s father, referencing cultural relativism. 

 

The AACU VALUE rubric will be used to 

score each response on a scale of 0 to 4 for six 

criteria (up to 24 points possible).  

 

Bench marks: 80% of students scoring 18 or 

higher on rubric. 

TTU Student Learning Objective Assessment Technique 

Identify methodologies of historical, literary, 

philosophical, and/or aesthetic research and 

recognize their applicability to everyday life. 

Strategy to introduce the objective: Lectures, 

readings, and movies will expose students to 

the methodologies, elements, historical, 

philosophical, and aesthetic foundations of 

anthropology and demonstrate their 
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Core Objectives Assessment Technique 

applicability to everyday life.  

 

Assessment method: Quizzes.  

 

Bench marks: 80% of students with aggregate 

quiz average of 80% or higher. 

Develop analytical arguments in written and/or 

oral forms. 

Strategy to introduce the objective: Lectures 

and readings will introduce this objective. 

Additionally, students will also be given 

“things to think about” as they watch each film. 

These thought exercises cover deeper issues 

related to the lectures and readings.  

 

Assessment method: The final essay for the 

course will ask students to explore one of the 

themes of the course, using specific examples 

from three films to formulate their own 

conclusions.  

 

The AACU VALUE rubric will be used to 

score each response on a scale of 0 to 4 for five 

criteria (up to 20 points possible).  

 

Bench marks: 80% of students scoring 15 or 

higher on rubric. 

Evaluate events, ideas, and artistic expressions 

in terms of multiple cultural contexts and value 

systems. 

Strategy to introduce the objective: Lectures 

and films.  

 

Assessment method: In an ungraded essay 

question on the final exam for the course, 

students will be asked to discuss the events of 

one of the movies we watched in reference to 

multiple cultural contexts and value systems, 

which shape the action, plot, and characters.  

 

The data to assess this requirement will be a 

subset of the AACU VALUE rubric used to 

score Coordinating Board Objective #5 

(specifically the Skills [Empathy] category) on 

a scale of 0 to 4. 

 

Bench marks: 80% of students scoring 3 or 

more points on rubric. 

Demonstrate ways in which the humanities are 

fundamental to the health and survival of any 

society. 

Strategy to introduce the objective: Lectures 

and readings will introduce this objective. This 

course specifically addresses this objective by 

presenting and critiquing the ideas, values, 

beliefs, and other cultural aspects embodied in 

the films studied. By studying these films 
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Core Objectives Assessment Technique 

through the lens of the humanities, students 

will gain a different perspective on their own 

culture, as well as others.  

 

Assessment method: Ungraded final quiz. 

Quizzes will be scored on a scale of 0 to 4.  

 

Bench marks: 80% of students scoring 3 or 

higher on the quiz. 

College-Level Competency Objective Assessment Technique 

Students graduating from Texas Tech 

University should be able to: think critically 

and to evaluate possible multiple 

interpretations, cultural contexts, and values. 

This requirement will be treated as a 

combination of Coordinating Board Objectives 

#1 and #5.  

 

Assessment method: The assessment data from 

Coordinating Board Objectives #1 (Critical 

Thinking) and #5 (Social Responsibility) will 

be combined to assess this requirement. 

 

Bench marks: 80% of students scoring 33 or 

more points on the combined rubrics from 

Coordinating Board Objectives #1 and #5. 

Course Specific Learning Outcomes Assessment Technique 

Be able to define important anthropological 

and archaeological terms discussed in class 

Final exam and online quizzes 

Be able to watch a popular film and identify 

important issues related to anthropology and 

archaeology 

Question-based Movie Reviews, quizzes, and 

final exam 

Be able to critically evaluate Hollywood’s 

portrayal of anthropology, anthropologists, 

archaeology, archaeologists, and archaeological 

and anthropological cultures 

Discussion, question-based Movie Reviews, 

online quizzes, final exam, and final essay 

Be able to demonstrate an understanding of 

what anthropology is/what anthropologists do 

Final exam, final essay, and online quizzes 

 

Extended Course Description:  Anthropology is the study of human beings and their ancestors through 

time and space. Archaeology (the study of the human past through material remains) and physical 

anthropology (the study of human evolution and human biological variation) are both subfields of 

anthropology. All three fields of study are popular subjects in books, television, and movies, and 

Hollywood in particular has had a major influence on the public’s perception of anthropology and 

anthropologists (particularly archaeology and archaeologists). 

 

This course uses mainstream movies as springboards for addressing anthropology, physical anthropology, 

archaeology, and modern and past cultures as they are portrayed by Hollywood. In part, we will be 

attempting to extract fact from fiction to better understand what anthropologists do and the types of issues 

they study. In the process of doing that, we will touch on many important topics, including archaeological 

and anthropological methods, the development of anthropology (and its subfields) as a science, the history 

of western imperialism and its influence on anthropology and archaeology, the power of myth, the looting 

of archaeological sites and the concept of cultural patrimony, ethics in science, women in science, the 
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control of science for political purposes, and laws protecting archaeological sites and indigenous cultures. 

This class will challenge students to identify important issues and seek out answers to questions raised by 

the films. It will encourage critical thinking and occasionally introspection.  The films we watch are also 

“artifacts” of their times. Through lectures and discussion we will look at how behaviors, ideas, and 

values expressed in the movies are a product of the filmmakers and their times. For example, how “the 

other” (the non-western cultures seen in many of the movies we will watch) is portrayed changes through 

time. 

 

Each week, the instructor will introduce a new movie with a short lecture. The class will then watch the 

movie together, and each student will complete a “Movie Review” as we watch the film. Students will 

then be responsible for completing a short reading related to a topic raised by the film and completing a 

short online quiz. 

 

Required Texts: All readings are available for download on Blackboard. 

 

What is Required in this Class and How Will Grades Be Calculated? 

 

Assignment     Percentage of Grade 
Weekly “Movie Reviews” and Participation 40% 

Online Quizzes Over the Readings 20% 

Final Exam 20% 

Essay  20% 

 

Final Grade 100% 

 

Your final grade for the course will be converted into a letter grade as follows (your numerical grade will 

be rounded up to the nearest whole number): 

 

Numerical Grade Final Grade 

 >93 A 

 90–92 A- 

 87–89 B+ 

 83–86 B 

 80–82 B- 

 77–79 C+ 

 73–76 C 

 70–72 C- 

 67–69 D+ 

 63–66 D 

 60–62 D- 

 <60 F 

 

Attendance Policy: Attendance is REQUIRED in the class. You will be required to complete a Movie 

Review for each film we see in class. The reviews will be collected at the end of each class. If you are not 

there, you obviously will not be able to turn in the review. You will not be allowed to make up a Movie 

Review unless you miss class because of an illness. If you miss a class because of illness, you must email 

me within 24 hours and bring a doctor’s note with you to the next class. The following activities will 

result in a student’s being counted absent and possibly being asked to leave the class: texting, surfing the 

internet, making or receiving phone calls, being disruptive, leaving class early, coming to class late, 

listening to an MP3 player, reading or studying for another class, etc. Students who are counted absent 

will receive a grade of “0” on any assignments for that day (i.e., Movie Review). 
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During the movies, I ask that you please pay attention to the film. Any notes you need to take can be 

written on the Movie Review handout. Therefore, no laptops, iPads, iPhones, iPods, etc., may be used 

while we are watching the film. I will ask students to leave who are violating this policy. If you are asked 

to leave, you will be counted as absent for the day. 

 

Weekly Movie Reviews and Participation (40%): Before each film, the instructor will distribute a 

Movie Review worksheet for each student to complete as the class watches the movie. The Movie Review 

will be collected at the end of the class. Late reviews will not be accepted. Throughout the semester, we 

will take time times to discuss the films we have watched. The Movie Reviews and discussion will 

comprise 45% of the final course grade. 

 

Online Quizzes over the Movies and Readings (20%): Most movies that we watch will have readings 

associated with them. For certain films, quiz questions relating the readings to the movies will be posted 

online. Quizzes will be posted on Tuesday night after the class, and will be due by Friday at 1 minute 

before midnight. Late quizzes will not be accepted. See the schedule below for movies with related 

quizzes. There will be 10 quizzes based on the movies and readings. The final quiz will be entirely about 

your opinions of the movies we watched during the semester. Your quiz score will be based on the final 

quiz in Week 14 and your nine highest quiz scores from the first 10 quizzes. In other words, I will drop 

your lowest quiz grade from Quizzes 1 to 10. 

 

Final Exam (20%): The final exam will cover material presented in lectures, in the course readings, 

discussion, and in the movies. The final will be taken on Blackboard during the common final exam 

period for the course. The final exam is not a group project, but you may use your readings and notes. 

Please note that the final exam will include one or more ungraded questions that will be used to assess 

learning. 

 

Essay (20%): Near the end of the semester, the professor will hand out instructions and topics for an 

essay question. The essay will be due in class on the last day of class. 

 

Department and University Policies:  

 

Americans with Disabilities Act: Any student who, because of a disability, may require special 

arrangements in order to meet the course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to 

make any necessary arrangements.  Students should present appropriate verification from Student 

Disability Services during the instructor’s office hours.  Please note instructors are not allowed to provide 

classroom accommodations to a student until appropriate verification from Student Disability Services 

has been provided.  For additional information, you may contact the Student Disability Services office at 

335 West Hall or 806-742-2405. 

 

Health and Safety Policy:  The Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Social Work will endeavor 

to comply with the intent of state laws or acts and the University Health and Safety Program in an effort 

to maintain a safe academic and working environment for students, staff, and faculty. 

 

Religious Holy Days:  If you expect to miss a class period due to the observance of a religious holy day, 

University policy states that you must inform your instructor, in writing, by the sixteenth day of the 

semester.  Accommodation for exams and assignments can then be made. 
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Civility in the Classroom 

Class discussion and group projects can be productive only in a climate of respect for the opinions and 

beliefs of all. A healthy exchange about issues may include disagreement about ideas but it must not 

demean the character or background of the individuals holding those ideas. Similarly, you must respect 

the classroom space and the instructor by focusing your attention on the course during our class meetings. 

Class is not a place for catching up on missed meals or missed sleep. You must turn off all cell phones 

before entering the classroom, and you are not permitted to take calls or text message while in the 

classroom.  You will be asked to leave the room and will receive an unexcused absence for the day if you 

violate these policies. 

 

Avoiding Plagiarism and Cheating 

Please familiarize yourself with the University policy on academic integrity, posted at 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/studentjudicialprograms/academicinteg.php. 

 

Plagiarism, or the act of claiming someone else’s work or idea as your own, is a violation of the 

University’s policies on academic honesty. In this class plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated. A 

typical and often unwitting form of plagiarism involves using the ideas or information of another scholar 

in your research. The best tactic is to paraphrase your source in your own words, then cite your source.  If 

you use THREE OR MORE CONSECUTIVE WORDS from a published (or internet) source, you must 

quote the phrase and cite the source. If you do not adhere to these standards, you may commit plagiarism. 

We will discuss proper paraphrasing, referencing and plagiarism in class; however, if you have any 

questions whatsoever please ask the instructors! It is the aim of the faculty of Texas Tech University to 

foster a spirit of complete honesty and a high standard of integrity. The attempt of students to present as 

their own any work that they have not honestly performed is regarded by the faculty and administration as 

a serious offense and renders the offenders liable to serious consequences, possibly suspension. If you 

are caught plagiarizing material in the class or if you copy from another student during an exam 

you will receive a final grade of “F” for the course. 

 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/studentjudicialprograms/academicinteg.php
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Course Schedule 

All readings should be done prior to each class meeting. Unless otherwise noted, the readings are on 

Blackboard. Weeks with quizzes are in bold. 

 

Week Date Film 

In Class/ 

Assignments Due Notes/Readings 

1 1-24-12 “The Pen”  
Introduction to the 

Course 
 

2 1-31-12 
Raiders of the Lost 

Ark (1981) 

Lecture and movie 

Introduce concept of 

ethical decision 

making in the lecture. 

Hall, Mark 

2004 Romancing the Stones: 

Archaeology in Popular Film. 

3 2-7-12 Stargate (1994) Lecture and movie 

Feder, Kenneth L. 

2011 Prehistoric E.T.: The Fantasy 

of Ancient Astronauts 

(portion of the chapter). In 

Frauds, Myths, and 

Mysteries: Science and 

Pseudoscience in 

Archaeology. Seventh 

Edition. 

4 2-14-12 
The Mummy 

(1999) 
Lecture and movie 

Smith, Stuart Tyson 

2007 Unwrapping the Mummy: 

Hollywood Fantasies, 

Egyptian Realities.  

5 2-21-12 Apocalypto (2006) Lecture and movie 

Stone, Andrea 

2007 Orcs in Loincloths 

 

Lohse, Jon C. 

2007 Letter to the Editor: 

Apocalypto.  

 

Gugliotta, Guy 

2007 The Maya: Glory and Ruin. 

OPTIONAL reading for those 

interested in the Maya  

 

Society for American Archaeology 

Statement on Ethics (Read 

Principle 3) 

6 2-28-12 
Planet of the Apes 

(1968) 
Lecture and movie 

Pringle, Heather 

2006 Hitler’s Willing 

Archeologists 

7 3-6-12 
Mosquito Coast 

(1986) 
Lecture and movie None; Midterm Due Online by Friday 

 3-13-12 
Spring Break, No 

Class 
  

8 3-20-12 
Blade Runner 

(1982) 
Lecture and movie 

Harvey, David 

1990 Time and Space in the 

Postmodern Cinema.  
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Week Date Film 

In Class/ 

Assignments Due Notes/Readings 

9 3-27-12 
Whale Rider 

(2002) 
Lecture and movie 

Online readings: See Blackboard for 

links 

10 4-3-12 The Beast (1988) Lecture and movie 

Edwards, David B. 

1996 Heroes of the Age: Moral 

Fault Lines on the Afghan 

Frontier (part of Chapter 2). 

11 4-10-12 

The Serpent and 

the Rainbow 

(1988) 

Lecture and movie 
An Interview with Wade Davis 

(1987) 

12 4-17-12 
Field of Dreams 

(1989) 
Lecture and movie 

Sutton, David, and Peter Wogan 

2009 Field of Dreams: Foul Balls 

and Blurry Lines. 

13 4-24-12 
The Emerald 

Forest (1985) 

Lecture and movie; 

Final essay topic 

will be handed out 

in class 

Handout instructions 

for writing a good 

movie review and 

assign movie reviews 

to be read. 

Miner, Horace 

2009 Body Ritual Among the 

Nacirema. 

14 5-1-12 Avatar (2009) Movie 

González, Roberto J. 

2008 ‘Human Terrain,’ Past, 

Present, and Future 

Applications. 

 

Price, David 

2009 Going Native: Hollywood’s 

Human Terrain Avatars. 

15 5-8-12 None 

Final day of class;  

Discussion, course 

evaluations; Final 

essays due at start of 

class. 

 

 TBD  
Final Exam Delivered 

via Blackboard 
 

 


